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Preface 

One of the fundamental characteristics of our humanity is the need to discern meaning within our 
experience. That meaning, however tentative, once embraced, seeks expression in such a way that it 
becomes accessible to others. Critical, then, are the choices that we make around the language we will 
employ to convey the significance of our experience. As our understanding of our experience changes, it 
becomes necessary to find other, if not new, ways to express our understanding. 

For Catholic educators in Ontario, the introduction of the Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations 
by the Institute for Catholic Education represents such a linguistic shift. As such, it is the purpose of this 
document to provide Catholic educators with tools by which the connections between these Ontario 
Catholic School Graduate Expectations and the curricula might be more easily realized.  Curricula, in this 
sense, includes not only the subject specific learning activities in the classroom but all activities in the life 
of a Catholic school community.  In our present Ontario context, such a spanning of this divide will give 
clearer voice to the genuine distinctiveness that is Catholic education.  

For Roman Catholics, the core of life's meaning, and therefore the heart of Catholic education, is always 
to be found in the relationship between our lived experience and the Paschal Mystery of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. The milieu of our faith experience, however, has been ever changing. In the twentieth century, the 
Second Vatican Council marked a series of historic moments in the life of our Church. Our collective 
experience of the profound changes in our world compelled the Bishops of the Church to review our 
understanding of the relationship between the Church and the modern world. Indeed, the insights of the 
Council continue to guide us in the face of continuing and often dramatic changes. To suggest that the 
impact on Catholic education has been no less profound is an understatement. Within the experience of 
the post-Vatican II Church, Roman Catholics have witnessed a significant linguistic evolutionary process 
within a culture of continuous change. As the Bishops of Ontario have noted in their important pastoral 
letter This Moment of Promise (1989), 

... although Catholic education must prepare students to live in this 
culture and to embrace all that is good in it, this effort should not be 
reduced simply to learning how to adapt to the world. While we are called 
to be constructive and creative in our contribution to society, we must 
also be critical of those aspects of our culture which are contrary to the 
values of our faith tradition. (p. 14) 

The need to create a consensus around a Catholic language of education is critical to this effort (see 
essays in The Philosophy of Catholic Education, Caroline DiGiovanni (ed.), Novalis, 1991, especially 
contributions by Richard L. Laplante (The Catholic School: A Community with a Changing Language) 
and Larry Trafford (The Evolving Language of Catholic Schools: Its Relationship to the Catholic 
Community). Without such a common language, there is a risk that the goals of Catholic education will 
not be advanced, as they should. Again, as the Ontario Bishops have articulated: 

Our students cannot do this alone. We cannot do this alone. We need to 
be members of a community, which encourages each person in the 
difficult task of living according to faith values, which are often at odds 
with the prevailing values of our society. Within a society, which is 
increasingly secular, there is more need than ever before for an 
educational community, which stakes its existence on the infinite promise 
which Jesus Christ, has offered through his death and resurrection. He 
came that we may have life and have it more abundantly. (p.16) 

 

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations have come to occupy pride of place in the work to 
articulate our distinctive Catholic role and identity. The recent and ongoing creation and implementation of 
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distinctively Catholic curriculum profiles proclaim the unique character of our schools. But herein lies 
another challenge. With the rapidity of curricular reforms, we must be certain that the manner in which we 
employ religious language is authentic both in terms of the accuracy with which the teaching of the 
Church is reflected as well as its pedagogical soundness. In terms of both, Catholic educators must have 
opportunities to develop for themselves a competent understanding of this new religious linguistic 
landscape as it points to the truths of our Catholic faith as these appropriately are integrated into all 
Catholic curricula. Herein again lies the purpose of this resource; to build a bridge, as it were, between 
the language of the Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations and all those curricular contexts, both 
inside and outside of the classroom, in which the employment of this language proclaims the 
distinctiveness of Catholic education. 
 
 

 


