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Why Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations? 
 
The dramatic announcement of the government of Premier William Davis in 1984 that it intended to 
extend provincial funding for Catholic schools to the end of grade 13 generally was received as good 
news. Two years later on June 24, 1986, Bill 30 was passed into law. When the cheering had subsided 
somewhat, it became clearer that, if not for the sake of the integrity of our Catholic schools, then as much 
to respond to those critical of the existence of two fully funded public school systems, Catholics had to, as 
it were, justify their educational existence. Beyond the constitutional arguments, most agreed that we had 
to be able to articulate and demonstrate the unique qualities of our Catholic school system. Discussions 
then became even more focused on what distinguished our schools from other publicly funded ones. To 
orchestrate these efforts, the Bishops of Ontario established the Institute for Catholic Education 
(I.C.E.). in 1986 with representatives from the associations of Catholic Bishops, teachers, trustees, 
parents and administrators. 

But with a new government came further significant education reform initiatives. Transition Years, 
Grades 7, 8, and 9 made its impact in 1992, followed in February of 1993 by The Common Curriculum, 
Grades 1 - 9. As important as these measures may have been at the time, it was not until the 
government's creation in May of 1993 of a Royal Commission on Learning that the full extent of this 
reformist tide was beginning to be appreciated. The Commission released its findings, For the Love of 
Learning, in January 1995. Among its 167 recommendations was #23 - a call for the development of a 
set of "graduation outcomes" and "that they be subject and skill orientated". The glaring absence of any 
mention of values reinforced the impression that had already been created by their exclusion from The 
Common Curriculum. While the province began to reflect upon the broader implications of these 
initiatives, the Catholic community's collective response was to embrace The Catholic Common 
Curriculum (November, 1995) with its explicit inclusion of Catholic values. And while discussions around 
identifying Catholic graduate outcomes began, I.C.E. also facilitated the publication of two other seminal 
documents in 1996, Writing Curriculum for Catholic Schools - A Framework and Curriculum Matters 
- A Resource for Catholic Educators. The Catholic curriculum house was quickly and effectively 
assuming a new and more explicitly integrated order. 

But the systemic reforms did not end there. Two elections later we moved from outcomes to expectations, 
a change in language that has proven to be more than symbolic of the changes in political regimes. The 
newly elected Harris government speedily proceeded with the largest overhaul of publicly funded 
education in the history of Ontario. A particularly acute shock to our collective system came with the 
arrival late in the summer of 1997 of new elementary curricular documents, the implementation of which 
was to begin that September. If the sheer breadth of those curricular reforms was not enough, Catholic 
school boards were faced with the additional task of integrating Catholic values into these initiatives. 
Needless to say, this challenge was embraced and efforts continue with the able assistance of teachers 
and administrators, particularly through the work of the three Ontario Catholic Curriculum Cooperatives, 
OECTA, and even some private publishers (e.g. Many Gifts by Gage).  

In 1998, with educational reforms extending into the secondary level, the province, in response to 
demands by Catholic school boards, for the first time provided funding to produce distinct curricula for 
Catholic secondary schools. As further guides to the development of this curricula and related resources, 
I.C.E. released Educating the Soul - Writing Curriculum For Catholic Secondary Schools and shortly 
thereafter the current version of the Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations. The result of an 
intense dialogue involving all of the partners in Catholic education, this guideline (along with the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church) exists to insure that Catholic school boards throughout the province 
assume a common starting point for the review, development and implementation of Catholic curricula.  

With the ongoing demands of educational reform and the need to in-service a growing cohort of new 
teachers, the importance of finding meaningful opportunities to reflect upon these graduate expectations 
remains. Moreover, the sentiment expressed by some that these expectations are the concern of only 
secondary school teachers still must be addressed. School councils, in general, and parents, in particular, 
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along with the clergy also must be given ongoing opportunities to become better acquainted with this 
vision for Catholic education.  It is hoped that this resource will advance further these considerations. 

 


